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County Agent’s Notes:

July 30, 2001

Timber losses the topic of AFA meeting:
By: Dr. Ernie Flint, Area Agent/Agriculture
On Thursday, August 16th, MSU Extension Forestry Specialist Dr. Deborah Gaddis will
present information on financial management and taxation connected with casualty losses of
timber. Exactly six months ago, on February 16, a ferocious storm angled its way across much
of Central Mississippi, including the northern portion of Attala County. Since that time timber
crews have been mopping up the damage in an attempt to salvage as much of the value of
damaged timber as possible.
Casualty losses caused by the storm have so far not been accurately assessed, however
there is no doubt that it will total in the millions in Attala County alone. Landowners need to
know exactly how to manage funds derived from the sale of this timber in order to limit the
amount of financial loss and the tax burden associated with unplanned sale of such large amounts
of timber.
This kind of timber loss occurs to some degree almost every year as a result of storms in
the area where we live, which is commonly referred to as “tornado alley”, and also due to fire,
insect damage, and other causes. Dr. Gaddis specializes in this kind of work, and possesses a lot
of knowledge and experience. You will enjoy her common sense approach to the subject, and
her very direct way of presenting information.
This will be the quarterly meeting of the Attala County Forestry Association, and
members will be receiving letters with more details about the meeting, however nonmembers are
welcome to attend. We do ask that if you are not a member of the AFA that you call the Attala
Extension Service office at 289-5431 and let us know you are coming. Final arrangements on
location and time are incomplete at this time.
Losses of commercial timber are not the only losses that can be considered casualty
losses. Others include the loss of valuable shade trees in a landscape since these trees have both
aesthetic and actual value. Documentation of loss is critical to good accounting of the value of
loss; these include saving news articles, taking pictures, and keeping records on the cost of
cleanup operations.
While I’m on the subject of timber, I want to cover some information on what has
become our worst pest problem in pine stands; the southern pine beetle. This information was
compiled by the Forest Insect Research Project which is located at the Southern Research Station
near Pineville, LA.
In 2000, nearly 60,000 infestations or “spots” of SPB were found on federal, state, and
private lands throughout the South. This was a four-fold increase when compared to 1999
counts. Increases occurred almost entirely east of the Mississippi River, as predicted by early
spring pheromone trap captures.

SPB trap captures from the 2001 survey indicate another year of very low SPB activity
west of the Mississippi River. Outbreak levels are expected to continue east of the river,
however an slight decline in activity is expected. SPB activity in 2001 is expected to remain at
high or “outbreak” levels, particularly in national forests in Alabama, Kentucky, North Carolina,
and Tennessee. On private forest lands surveyed, moderate declines in SPB activity are expected
in many counties in MS, AL, GA, VA, TN, KY, and the Carolinas.
This survey system, developed by the Texas Forest Service, has been in use since 1986.
Since that time, predictions have proven 75 to 85 percent accurate. For 2001, trap captures in
Mississippi indicate that most areas will see SPB numbers similar to or slightly lower than in
2000, however actual levels of the pests will vary depending on weather conditions, numbers of
predatory insects which feed on SPB, and other factors.
Just to give you a comparison of SPB population in Mississippi with other states, the
numbers of infestations identified in 2000 were: MS - 809, LA - 0, AR – 0, AL – 26, 407, GA –
2,682, TN – 9,883. The average daily trap captures for 2001 were: MS - 23, LA - 0, AR - 0, AL
- 112, GA - 42, TN – 49. As you can see, we have more SPB than our neighbors west of the
river, but a lot fewer than other states on the east side. I had expected that the unusually cold
period we had last December would have lowered SPB numbers significantly, however this
seems not to have affected them very much. We need to continue actively scouting pine stands
and removing affected trees as quickly as possible to prevent outbreaks.
We really should not be surprised that insects like Southern pine beetle have increased
significantly in the last few years. There seems to be an unwritten law that whenever any crop is
grown intensively, and especially in monoculture, destructive insects which might have
previously been relatively insignificant will increase to high levels. Examples of this include
boll weevils and bollworms in cotton, Hessian fly in wheat, rice water weevil, and Southwestern
corn borer. It seems that intensive production of any crop goes counter to natural processes, and
we are left with finding ways to deal with insects, diseases, weeds, and other problems. That’s
just the way it works.

